The Secretary of State for Education
The Department for Education
20 Great Smith St, 
London 
SW1P 3BT

[Insert date]

Dear Secretary of State,
The future of Subject Knowledge Enhancement Grants for Religious Education
I am contacting you following discussions with the Religious Education Policy Unit who have drawn our attention to the Government’s decision to withdraw Subject Knowledge Enhancement Grants (SKEs) for Religious Education in April 2024. 
They have drawn our attention to the fact that in 2020,21 More than a third of RE trainees who took an Initial Teacher Training course did so via a SKE and the vital role that they play in the future of the RE teacher workforce. 
I am also concerned that last academic year, the Department of Education missed its target for RE teachers by more than 22% and that the loss of SKEs will only compound this chronic under-recruitment of RE teachers. 
With this in mind, we would be grateful if you could provide further details on the reasons for the Government’s decision to remove SKEs for Religious Education and details of any impact assessment that has been undertaken on the future of the Religious Education Workforce. In addition, I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you, alongside the Religious Education Policy Unit to discuss this further.
About the REPU
The Religious Education Policy Unit is a strategic partnership between the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE), the Religious Education Council of England and Wales (REC), and RE Today.
Kind regards 
[insert signature]
