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RE against racism: introduction

12 examples of prejudice to score and rank
In RE pupils learn about diversity all the time. 

In anti-racist RE, negative or racist attitudes or behaviour are confronted and challenged so that 

prejudice can be reduced and equality and justice issues can be highlighted.

In this lesson, introduce your pupils to the topics we are studying by getting them to evaluate 12 

different examples of prejudice, including some kinds of racism. Which is worst and why? Why do 

these things happen in our so-called civilised society? What do religions have to say about this?

See the notes to this slide for further details.

Start your pupils work on the next slide. 

Or You could show them this clip to get them thinking. This short video by journalist and activist 

Akala will enable your highest achieving pupils to understand some of the processes of everyday 

racism in action: 

www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/video/2015/mar/18/everyday-racism-what-should-we-do 
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Anti-racist RE

Studying the ways religions and worldviews 

connect to questions about racial justice.

The first task in this unit of work is to consider your own ideas as you begin your learning. 

There is a short questionnaire.



Use this sheet to record your ideas about some of the issues we are going to study. Your teacher will save it and return 

it to you at the end of the study. Will your ideas change as you learn? No one sees this sheet but you and the teacher. 

Write more of your own ideas and questions on the topic on the back if you wish to.



Examples of respect

Work through the twelve situations given below in 

a pair. 
➢ Everybody wants to be respected. Not just tolerated – but really respected for who they are. But 

it doesn’t always happen. Look at 12 examples with a partner, and see which are worst.
➢ Read each of these aloud together. Discuss the alternatives to each situation – what could have 

happened if there was total disrespect? What could have happened if there was total respect? 

➢ Give a mark out of ten to the person named in each box. 10 = gives maximum respect. 1 = gives 

total disrespect. Use a full range of marks.

➢ Discuss your marks with other pairs: can a class agreement be reached? 

➢ ‘Respect for all’ means saying no to sexism, racism, prejudice against different sexualities, class 
prejudice, ageism and all other prejudices. Is this something our society needs to do better? You 

bet.



Here’s an example:

➢ Jonathan and Iqbal have had three fights this year at school. Last time, both were suspended. 

Jonathan runs into Iqbal on the playground on Thursday break, and sends him flying. Iqbal stands 

up, and as the blood oozes from his knee he takes a deep breath; ‘Tell me you didn’t meant that 
will you?’ he says, in a challenging tone. There is a tense pause.  ‘Sorry mate – didn’t mean it’ 
says Jonathan. They go their separate ways.

➢ What is Jonathan’s respect score: [   ]

“I’d give him 6/10. I think he’s 
probably scared of getting 

suspended again.” 

“Harsh. I’ll give him 8. He 
could have started the fight 

again, but he took it, and 

walked away.” 



Ideas from 4 different religions – which do you 

identify with most closely?
Buddhists say:

“Compassion for all beings is close to the 
heart of the Buddha’s teaching. We want to 
be aware of anything which hurts others, 

and practice meditation to live harmlessly. 

We aim to find a way of life where right 

speech and right action do show respect 

for all, as the Buddha taught us.”

Muslims say:

“Allah is the creator of all, so no human has 
reason to despise another. Allah is the judge 

of all, so all humans should take responsibility 

for their attitudes to others. Allah is the most 

merciful, so even if someone wrongs you, you 

can learn a lesson, and be merciful yourself. 

Islam gives a good foundation to respect 

between all the world’s people.”

Christians say:

“Our scripture says that in Christ there is no 
male or female, Jew or Greek, slave or free 

person – we are to live as one family. 

Christians should be the last to be 

prejudiced, because we believe God loves 

everyone with boundless love, and we seek 

to try to do the same.”

Hindus say:

“There is a divine spark in all life, so we should 
respect the fire of the gods that burns in all 

brothers and sisters everywhere. Many Hindu 

heroes and stories remind us that a god may 

come to us in the form of a beggar or outcaste 

so treat all people fairly to honour the spark 

of god within.” 



Written work, movie clip
➢ Record your learning by describing the discussion and explaining what you learned from it. 

➢ Make up and write down another scenario in which racism or prejudice occurs and people have 

to decide what respect requires. Can you invent a scenario that is ‘close to home’ – that could 

happen in our community?

➢ There are many movies that address issues about racism or discrimination or the need for 

respect. Here are some: who in the class has seen them, and what are their comments? What 

other movies could go on this list? 

➢ ‘Harriet’ / ‘Selma’ / ‘The Help’ / ‘Malcolm X’ 
➢ Your teacher will show you a clip. Consider what it tells us about racism and religion. What do we 

know of racism in our own community?



What did you learn? 

Good if you can:

➢ Describe 3 or more examples of 

religious responses to racism

➢ Consider and explain some examples 

of racism, connecting these to 

religious beliefs and values

➢ Discuss and explain some examples 

of religious and other values that are 

relevant to racism

➢ Discuss and explain some ways in 

which prejudice can be reduced.

Even better if you can:

➢ Use some key concepts in racism and 

religion to explain the examples they 

have studied

➢ Give reasons why connections 

between race and religions and 

worldviews are significant in tackling 

prejudice and discrimination

➢ Research connections between 

religions and worldviews and racism, 

giving reasons why anti-racism is 

important

➢ Coherently connect and explain 

some ways that the study might 

challenge their own worldview or 

attitudes.



Partners

This project is a partnership between the Free Churches Group, Methodist Schools, RE Today, NATRE 

and many teachers of RE and educators from Black, Asian and other minority ethnic communities 

who have become voluntarily involved.

Lat Blaylock, RE Today Adviser and Anti-Racist RE project co-ordinator, would like to thank all these 

partners for their contributions, work and inspiration.
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