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RE against racism: 2 examples of anti-racist Christians

In RE pupils learn about diversity all the time.
In anti-racist RE, negative or racist attitudes or behaviour are confronted and challenged so that
prejudice can be reduced and equality and justice issues can be highlighted.

In this lesson learners get to think about two anti-racist Christians and examine connections
between their faith and their anti racist work.

See the notes to this slide for further details.

Start your pupils work on the next slide.
Or You could show them this clip to get them thinking:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=264292904902951

David Lammy MP expresses his admiration for Stormzy’s faith, music and activism.

© RE Today 2020 - RE Today working with the Free Churches Group and Methodist Schools for anti-racist RE


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=264292904902951

Rev Dr Martin Luther King

Christian minister, civil rights leader, non-violent learner from Gandhi, world-
changer, Nobel Peace Prize winner, greatest public speaker of the 20th century?

» What do we already know about Dr King? Use the framework (on the next slide, on a
worksheet) to record all the facts you know in a group of 4.

» Knowledge: Dr King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 after leading Civil Rights activists
from all over the USA to Washington to see the law changed to make anti-black
segregation illegal. He was murdered in Memphis aged 39 in 1969. His powerful
speeches could move crowds of many thousands. He learned non-violence from Gandhi.

» Extra: watch some of Dr King’s acceptance speech at the Nobel Prizegiving, 1964. It’s
long — you could see a good section from 40:39.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u71K76y7if8



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u71K76y7jf8




Dreams for a

Humans often have dreams of a better future, and these powerful visions and ideas — not sleeping
dreams, but idealistic ones, can lead to transformations for the better in our communities or even in the

better world

With a partner, discuss this idea, and fill in the 9 boxes with nine dreams that you can identify — maybe
they are your own, or they may have been influenced by religion, spirituality, ethics, music, culture or your
education.

Some dreams are for yourself — but others are bigger dreams, and apply to family, society — or even the

» What are your own whole human race o the world. nthe gid, express your dreams In detll, Choose your words careflly.
dreams for a better oo
world.?

Take a copy of this sheet
and consider carefully how
you think our world needs
to change. All religions —
and worldviews — offer
visions of the future where
peace, freedom, love and
justice rule.

I dream... Idream...

Do have dreams for
yourself? Family? Local
community? For the world
as a whole?

Can groups of 4 learners
create an agreed list of 9
dreams for the future?




What did Dr King believe?

“l believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love
will have the final word in reality this is why right,
temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil
triumphant... | believe that wounded justice can be
lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among
the children of men. | have the audacity to believe that
peoples every where can have three meals a day for
their bodies, education and culture for their minds,
dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. | still
believe that one day mankind will bow before the
altars of God and be crowned triumphant over wars
and bloodshed.”

(Full speech available online)



Listen to the
speech and
complete the sheet
about Dr King’s
Nine Dreams.

https://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v=c
OqgbzBU

Nine Dreams

'Listen caref_uiiy to Mart-i-n Lui_ﬁer ngs’

great speech of August 1963. He was 33
years old.
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Discuss what Dr King's dreams mean, and whether they are
coming true, nearly 60 years later. Write your ideas in below.

“I have a dream that one day this nation
will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed... that all men are created
equal.”

“That one day on the red hills of Georgia
the sons of former slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will be able to sit
down together at the table of
brotherhood.”

“That one day even the state of Mississippi
sweltering with the heat of injustice... will
be transformed into an oasis of freedom
and justice.”

“That my four little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the colour of their skin, but by
the content of their character.”

“That one day down in Alabama, with its
vicious racists... little black boys and black
girls will be able to join hands with little
white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers.”

“That one day every valley will be exalted,
and every hill and mountain made low...
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together.”

“We will be able to hew out of the
mountain of despair a stone of hope... We
will be able to transform the jangling
discords of our nation into a beautiful
symphony of brotherhood.”

“With this faith we will be able to work
together, to pray together, to struggle
together, to go to jail together, to stand up
for freedom together, knowing that we will
be free one day.”

“We may be able to speed up that day
when all of God’s children, black men and
white men, Jews and gentiles will be able

to join hands and sing... ‘free at last... thank

God Almighty we are free at last.”

Quotati

ons used from public domain speeches of Dr Martin Luther King.
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What would Dr King say to our school today?

» If Dr King had not been » “There are some things
murdered in 1969, aged that thrill me...
39, he would have been » There are some things
90in 2020. that move me...

» If he visited your school » But there are some things
this week, and saw all that that are troubling...
goes on for a week, what » There are some things
would his message to your that have to change...
school be? > ..

» Write the speech you > ..

think he would make to
your school assembly.
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Watch Stormzy’s performance at Glastonbury 2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxsjQ967kV8

» Stormzy interviewed in RE Today, Autumn 2017:

» “One of the things that I’'m most impressed by, in God,
is the grace that He has. No matter what we do,
there’s always this, “OK, it’s fine. | understand.” That’s
not to say | can go out and do something bad... But
just that knowing that someone’s got you throughout
anything, and they’re not going to judge you, they’re
just going to understand your situation. That’s grace.”

» Stormazy’s first memory is of “Sunday, going to
church”: his mum, Abigail Owuo was a parishioner of
a Pentecostal chapel in Streatham. “It was just what
you did on a Sunday,” he says. He has a strong faith,
but he admits that he lost his way for a time. “l was a
good boy in primary, but then | was a bad boy.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxsjQ967kV8

Plcture Credit: Frank Schwichtenberg
J Iecom rl?s a=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2F File%3AStor
enfeld 2019 03,108 psig=AOW awim SOXahTY68eMbeMI7dkBus & 1599158909053000 source=image
&d f& dOCAO jhxgFwoTCK jtgl SRy-sCFQAAAAAJAAAAAB AK

Stormzy is a vigorous anti-racist campaigner
and a very public Christian. In the next clip, he
explains how God helped him, answering his
mum’s prayers, in the performance from
Glastonbury.

Play the clip:

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v
=299150644441964&external log id=4bdf6e5e-
f654-4955-8ec?2-
cfc6f95ed664&g=sandford%20st%20martin%20tr
ust
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Grace — what
does that
mean?

Can you say why
this idea of ‘grace
from God’
matters in
Christianity, and
particularly why it
matters to
Stormzy?

“Now I'm in a better place

No longer afraid

Blinded by your grace

You came and saved me

I said a prayer this morning

I prayed | would find the way
To another day, | was so afraid
'Til you came and saved

You came and saved me”

Bible teaching, Saint Paul: Romans 5:12-17, CEV:

“Just as through one human being sin came into
the world, and death came through sin, so death
has come to everyone, since everyone has
sinned...

But the free gift of Christ isn’t like Adam’s failure.
If many people died through what one person did
wrong, God’s grace is multiplied even more for
many people with the gift—of the one person
Jesus Christ—that comes through grace. The gift
isn’t like the consequences of one person’s sin.
The judgment that came from one person’s sin led
to punishment, but the free gift that came out of
many failures led to the verdict of acquittal. If
death ruled because of one person’s failure, those
who receive the multiplied grace and the gift of
righteousness will even more certainly rule in life
through the one person Jesus Christ.”




Anti-racist ideas from Stormzy

>

>

Stormzy has always made a priority of responding to racism, and particularly the impacts of racism
on young black men in the UK.
Is this a good way of putting into practice the Biblical teaching that love is more than words or talk,
from 1 John 3:
“If anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him,
how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in
truth. By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him.”
Stormzy has initiated anti-racist projects including these:

» Providing scholarships for young black men to study at the University of Cambridge

» Speaking out publicly and politically about the Grenfell fire: ethnic minorities suffered

disproportionately. 72 died: over 40 were from ethnic minority groups., 18 were children.

» Setting up a £10m trust fund to work for racial equality over the next ten years

Which of these actions do you think are likely to do the most for anti-racism in the UK?
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Thinking and writing
Choose one of these tasks

» Listen to two Stormzy songs and consider
what kind of person he is

» ‘Biblical teachings have less influence than
musicians do today’ What do you think?

» ‘All Christians should be fighting racism.’
Discuss!

» |Is Stormzy a good role model for young
Christians in Britain?




> Danis 11

» Listen to two of Stormzy’s songs -‘Big for
Your Boots’ and ‘Blinded by Your Grace’

» list all the emotional words: are they
positive or negative emotions?

» What sort of person do you think Stormzy
is?
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Stormzy has identified his support with the
Black Lives Matter campaign. That makes a big
difference for young people who see him as a
‘role model’.

Stormzy addresses police brutality: “enough is enough”

Written response: ‘Musicians have more
influence over young people than biblical
teachings’. Discuss.
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https://www.nme.com/news/music/stormzy-0-6-1191412#:~:text=Stormzy%20addresses%20police%20brutality%3A%20%E2%80%9Cenough%20is%20enough%E2%80%9D,-The%20MC%20wrote&text=%E2%80%9CAll%20I%20can%20do%20is,that%20needs%20to%20be%20done.%E2%80%9D
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Discuss.

All Christians should be fighting racism".

Romily, 13

“I agree with the statement that ‘all Christians
should be fighting racism’ because the
message behind ‘the Good Samaritan’ is ‘love
the neighbour’, therefore Christians should
not discriminate. Everyone was created
equally by God and in the image of God.

The Bible states ‘There is neither Jew nor
gentile, slave nor free, nor is there male or
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’.
The Bible is the best source of moral authority
for Christians (supported by the Church and
our conscience) and is the inspired word of
God, therefore it must be respected.”

Carys, 13

“| believe that all Christians should be fighting
racism.... This is done by Stormzy and his music,
which is combatting racism.

In the UK racism is still is still present as black people
have been stereotyped, labelled as criminals,
associated with drugs, violence and gangs. This is not
an accurate representation of the ‘Black’ community.
... It is often an example of unconscious bias.

The issue of racism is not just for Christians. Do you
want to live in a prejudiced country where people are
judged before they are fully understood? Hopefully,
most people would say ‘no’. Therefore, this duty to
fight racism should be on everybody. This is so there
are no arguments or upset and we will live in a
harmonious society.

Therefore, | support the work Stormzy and others
campaigning against racism in the UK do, and around
the world.
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Well done Ben, 11, for thinking about the meaning of grace in
relation to the spiritual encounter with God that Christian
believers value.




“Stormazy is a good role model for
young Christians because he is not
scared to share his faith, he always

gives glory to God rather than being
big headed about his achievements,

he works for justice in unselfish ways
and he’s written some worship songs
which people really love.”

Do you agree?



Discussion points...

» What kind of role model do you think Stormzy is?

» How is Stormzy’s Christian faith connected to his anti-racist projects and
arguments?

» What is similar between Dr King’s work and what Stormzy is doing with is fame?

» Why is it disappointing that in 2020 the struggle against racism doesn’t seem to
be over?

» What have you learned from these two Christians?

» Do you think you have had to confront racism yourself —in others? In yourself?

» What helps to reduce race prejudice?




What did you learn?

Good if you can:

» Describe 3 or more examples of
religious responses to racism

» Consider and explain some examples
of racism, connecting these to
religious beliefs and values

» Discuss and explain some examples
of religious and other values that are
relevant to racism

» Discuss and explain some ways in
which prejudice can be reduced

Even better if you can:

» Use some key concepts in racism and
religion to explain the examples they
have studied

» Give reasons why connections
between race and religions and
worldviews are significant in tackling
prejudice and discrimination

» Research connections between
religions and worldviews and racism,
giving reasons why anti-racism is
important

» Coherently connect and explain
some ways that the study might
challenge their own worldview or
attitudes.




Partners

This project is a partnership between the Free Churches Group, Methodist Schools, RE Today, NATRE

and many teachers of RE and educators from Black, Asian and other minority ethnic communities
who have become voluntarily involved.

Lat Blaylock, RE Today Adviser and Anti-Racist RE project co-ordinator, would like to thank all these
partners for their contributions, work and inspiration.
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