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Two examples of Muslims who challenge racism and 

injustice: Malcolm X and Dr Hany El Banna. 

Anti-racist RE for 11-14s
In RE pupils learn about diversity all the time. 

In anti-racist RE, negative or racist attitudes or behaviour are confronted and challenged so that 

prejudice can be reduced and equality and justice issues can be highlighted.

In these lessons your pupils aged 8-11 will have a chance to explore the lives and work of two 

Muslim leaders, Malcolm X and Dr Hany El Banna, considering how these lives express Islamic ideas 

about human worth and equality.

See the notes to this slide for further details.

Start your pupils work on the next slide. 

Or show them this interesting clip to get them identifying issues and thinking about how Islamic 

charity promotes human equality: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYWlUHBWXkw  
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Malcolm X
➢ Research the anti-racist life and work of the Muslim leader Malcolm X, including the impact in his 

later work of his experience of universal brotherhood through his participation in the Islamic Hajj at 

Makkah. 

➢ He returned from Hajj in 1964 and set aside some of his earlier views about the use of violence in 

liberation struggles, claiming that seeing Muslims of "all colours, from blue-eyed blonds to black-

skinned Africans," interacting as equals in Makkah showed him that Islam was a means by which 

racial problems could be overcome through a spirituality of equality. 

➢ This connects to his description of his own identity: “I am neither a fanatic nor a dreamer. I am a 
black man who loves peace, and justice, and loves his people.” 

➢ The Prophet Muhammad [PBUH] said: “The parable of the believers in their affection, mercy, and 
compassion for each other is that of a body. When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with 

sleeplessness and fever.” [al-Bukhari]. 

➢ How does this saying link to the life Malcom X led?



Memorise this screen’s facts in 2 minutes and then recall them.
Malcolm X: Muslim anti-racist

➢ Malcolm, born 1925, was a USA Black Power leader whose dad died when he was 6, 

possibly killed by white racists.

➢ He was brilliant at school, but left after a teacher told him to be a carpenter not a 

lawyer because he was black.

➢ He went to prison for robbery for 6 years from 1946 and converted to Islam in jail. He 

gave up smoking and drinking and devoted himself to God and learning.

➢ He was a brilliant public speaker and organiser, number 2 in the ‘Nation of Islam’, which 
grew through his work to be half a million strong in the USA.

➢ He taught his followers to defend themselves by any means necessary and promoted 

Black Power (disagreeing with Martin Luther King’s pacifist ideas about how to get 
racial equality)

➢ In 1964, he went on Hajj, left the Nation of Islam and experienced a second conversion 

to a deeper faith in Islam and human brotherhood. 

➢ He was assassinated in 1965, but left a mark: Spike Lee’s 1992 film of his life reflects his 
impact. See this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PycgpyPd9E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PycgpyPd9E


Malcolm X: Muslim anti-racist 
Can you remember…
Can you recall the details of the outline of Malcolm X’s 
life in relation to these 8 prompts?

➢Dates?

➢School?

➢Conversions?

➢Smoking and drinking?

➢Prison?

➢Religion?

➢Talents?

➢Influence?

You get 4 minutes to make your outline of his life.



Malcolm X: Muslim anti-racist
Collect 10 facts
Malcolm X changed his name from Malcom Little, which 
was a name given to his ancestors by the slavers who 
‘owned’ them.
Collect more information here from Encyclopedia Britannica 
and a great clip from his autobiography about going to the 
Muslim Hajj, an experience which changed his life. 

➢ https://www.britannica.com/biography/Malcolm-X   

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCQ6sAso5ds    
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➢ This is a good opportunity to use Spike Lee’s acclaimed 1992 movie 
‘Malcolm X’ with Denzel Washington in the lead role.  

➢ We’ll watch some short clips that chart Malcolm’s developing 
understanding of Islam, Black Power, his impact in the civil rights 

movement, his Hajj – which transformed his view of universal human 

brotherhood (and sisterhood) and his assassination at the age of just 39.

➢ The Shabbaz Centre, named for Malcolm’s wife, has a useful and relevant 
website for you to do further research: https://theshabazzcenter.org/  

➢ Can you sum up what you have learned about Islam, the hajj and Malcolm 

X? 

https://theshabazzcenter.org/


➢ Study the remarkable story of Dr Hany El Banna, a Muslim hospital doctor from Birmingham who started a charity 

for the relief of poverty in 1984 with a 20p donation from his nephew, and was inspired by a divine vision or dream 

to stay in Birmingham and run the charity despite being headhunted to a better job elsewhere. 

➢ That charity today, Islamic Relief, raises (in the UK) and spends (globally) about £100m per year for the relief of 

suffering worldwide. Use the resources and PowerPoint on the anti-racist RE website to do this. The charity’s own 
website gives lots of information, videos and case studies about the global work of the charity: 

www.islamic-relief.org.uk   

➢ Consider the idea that Hany El Banna might be an interesting role model and exemplar of British Islam for young 

people (note that he is, perhaps from humility, rather reluctant to take on this role!)

➢ Talk with the pupils about the negative stereotyping and Islamophobic portrayals of Islam and Muslims in our 

media. There is not often a positive news story about Islam. Clarify with your learners how the processes of 

stereotyping lead to prejudice, discrimination and hatred. Consider with pupils some ways in which hatred of or 

contempt for Islam is a form of racism. Ask them to consider the value of learning about both an anti-racist like 

Malcolm X and a positive Muslim role model like Hany El Banna. Consider which of the two Muslim leaders has the 

most to teach each of your pupils personally, as they choose to be anti-racist.

➢ The Muslim Anti Racist Collective (a USA organisation) has a useful website for further research: 

http://www.muslimarc.org/about  

Start your pupils off at the next slide, using resources from handout 4a from the website.

For the teacher: What can we learn from Dr Hany El Banna OBE?
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➢ Dr Hany El Banna, a Birmingham British Muslim began the charity Islamic Relief in the 1980s

➢ Islamic Relief has grown to become the biggest Western Islamic Development charity, with a UK 

turnover of over £100 million a year.

➢ Zakat is the third pillar of Islam, charitable giving, based upon giving 2½ % to those less fortunate – 

complex details apply to different kinds of wealth

➢ Muslims are taught through the Qur’an and Hadith that they should be generous and give charity. 'And 
be steadfast in prayer and regular in charity. And whatever good you send out before you, you shall find 

it with Allah: for Allah sees all that you do.' (Qur'an 2:110). Giving zakat is like an investment in the bank 

of faith.

➢ Chapter 49, verse 13 of Islam’s sacred scripture, the Quran, declares: “O humankind! We have made 
you… into nations and tribes, so that you may get to know one another. The noblest of you in God’s 
sight is the one who is most righteous.” This verse is an inspiration to Muslims against racism and for 
equity.

Dr Hany El Banna: an inspiring story
Background knowledge for pupils



In his final sermon at the end of his life the Prophet Muhammad referred 

to the story of Adam and Eve and said: “There is no superiority of an 
Arab over a non-Arab, or of a non-Arab over an Arab, and no superiority 

of a white person over a black person or of a black person over a white 

person, except on the basis of personal piety and righteousness.”

This text makes a difference to the work of Islamic Relief because the 

whole purpose of the charity is to enable those facing disaster, poverty 

or injustice to receive the help of the Muslim community no matter what 

their race, religion or gender might be.

Read the RE Today interview with Hany El Banna, Islamic Relief’s 
founder and consider:

➢ In what ways does this charity put Islamic beliefs and ethics into 

action?

➢ What impact does this kind of charity work have on inequality?

➢ Does studying this charity change your view of Islam? 

Write a paragraph to include your answers to these questions.



https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=mYWlUHBWXkwcopy 

The Qur’an (5:32) teaches: 
‘Whoever saves a life, it is as 
if he has saved the whole 

world.”

Use the booklet about Hany El 

Banna, which includes this 30-

sentence summary of his life, 

to tackle tasks which will help 

you explore this inspirational 

Muslim and his work for 

fairness and justice. 

Watch Prince 

Charles’ speech 
about Dr Hany El 

Banna

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYWlUHBWXkwcopy
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Read and sort these eight statements carefully. Which ones apply to Hany, Malcolm or both?

Thinking about our two examples: Hany El Banna and Malcolm X

He organised black 

people to stand up for 

their rights and show 

they were not scared to 

vigorously and firmly 

resist racist violence.

He took the teachings of 

the Qur’an and the 
Prophet so seriously that 

he gave up personal 

comfort, wealth and 

ease to struggle for a 

better world. 

He was willing to risk his 

life for his own vision of 

Islamic justice and 

equality – and he paid 

the price for this when 

he died.

He left a legacy behind 

him that enabled his 

story, told on film, to 

inspire and energise new 

generations of black 

activists against racism.

He mobilised Muslims to 

tackle issues of global 

poverty not just by 

giving charitable funds 

but by working with 

government for justice.

He showed that coming 

from a troubled 

background or being 

involved in petty crime 

as a young person 

doesn’t stop you from 
being a good and great 

leader in later life.

He shared his vision of 

Islam as a religion of 

peace and justice with 

millions, to benefit 

millions more by his 

charity’s work

He responded willingly 

to what he understood 

was the call of Allah to 

change his own life and 

to change the lives of 

others for the better.



Writing up your learning

Tackle a piece of extended writing in 5 paragraphs. You could use this title: ‘How 
could modern Britain learn from Malcom X and Hany El Banna?’
➢ Para 1: Description of the key impacts of the life of Malcom X, including 

Muslim texts and influences

➢ Para 2: Description of the key impacts of the life of Hany El Banna, including 

Muslim texts and influences

➢ Para 3: List and analysis of the key messages these two lives could bring to 

help reduce racism in modern Britain

➢ Para 4: Consideration of how and why Britain today might need to change to 

become a more anti-racist society

➢ Para 5: Response to the question: what personal learning and challenges 

have come to me from studying these two leaders’ lives?



“I tried some of the ideas about Hany El Banna.  I made a PowerPoint of simple 

images from aspects of his life and pupils guessed what it revealed about him. 

From these visual prompts, they actually remembered a lot the week after, 

which was great.  We also watched adverts for Islamic Relief.

We then talked about the idea of being a servant, which comes up in many of his 

quotations. We also talked about dignity and how he appears close and 

supportive of the children in pictures.

We then took two quotations and thought about how to create tableaux of 

these ideas:

‘It is important to hold hands with the people we serve, not just to send 
money’
'Let the sky be shadowed with dark clouds. We will bring the light of 

partnership.’”

Anne Krisman teaches in a special school:



Being a servant: Dr 

Hany El Banna said: 

‘It is important to 
hold hands with 

the people we 

serve, not just to 

send money.’ 



Dr Hany El Banna 

said: 

'Let the sky be 

shadowed with 

dark clouds. We 

will bring the light 

of partnership.’
In this image, the 

students express 

the idea of 

partnership with 

the weak. 

What do you notice 

– what does each 

pupil bring to the 

partnership?



‘And whatever 
good you send out 

before you, you 

shall find it with 

Allah: for Allah 

sees all that you 

do.' (Qur'an 2:110)

Islam teaches that 

God has a blessing 

for people who are 

generous and 

caring. This image 

of partnership is 

very positive.



Dr Hany El Banny 

taught everyone to 

respect the dignity of 

others, even if they are 

suffering. 'So establish 

regular prayer and give 

regular charity; and 

obey the Apostle; that 

you may receive 

mercy.' (Qur'an 24:56)

➢ Could you create 

some dance, 

movement or visual 

tableaux to express 

your learning about 

the two Muslim 

leaders?



Partners

This project is a partnership between the Free Churches Group, Methodist Schools, RE Today, NATRE 

and many teachers of RE and educators from Black, Asian and other minority ethnic communities 

who have become voluntarily involved.

Lat Blaylock, RE Today Adviser and Anti-Racist RE project co-ordinator, would like to thank all these 

partners for their contributions, work and inspiration.
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