Can ‘singing for
freedom and justice’
help in the struggle

against racism?
What evaluation of our work on
this topic do we want to make?

Anti-racist religious education
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RE against racism: a musical lesson and an evaluation

In RE pupils learn about diversity all the time.
In anti-racist RE, negative or racist attitudes or behaviour are confronted and challenged so that
prejudice can be reduced and equality and justice issues can be highlighted.

In this lesson students will be able to think about connections between spiritual music and anti
racism, and to evaluate the work they have done in the unit.

See the notes to this slide for further details.

Start your pupils work on the next slide.
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» These lessons invite all learners to
consider their own ideas, mindsets,
prejudices and intentions. Do you
want to be an anti-racist yourself?

» Do you have all these things in your
head?
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Singing for freedom and justice

» What song would you choose for the struggle against racism? Imagine you
have the DJ task of selecting three songs for a playlist to introduce a racial
justice march and inter-faith demo. There are thousands from which you
could choose.

» Listen to five spiritual songs which have been inspired by the struggle for
racial justice, and give them marks out of ten for the music, the words
and their inspirational impact. Which ones score closest to 30 in your
view? Here are five examples that could be used.

© RE Today 2020 - RE Today working with the Free Churches Group and Methodist Schools for anti-racist RE



Give marks out of
ten for the words
and for the music

to each song.

» Glory — from the movie ‘Selma’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9IMKXR4gLiQ
» Redemption Song — by Bob Marley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrY9eHkXTa4
» We gotta pray — Alicia Keys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReK4t3Pfdpo
» Crown — Stormzy (careful of the language with 11-
14s)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVyIMQgsGP4
» Stand Up by Cynthia Erivo from the movie ‘Harriet’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa5XBLDSmAQ
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Discuss the songs

» How does each song pick up some of the messages
of this unit of RE work?

» What have you been learning about racial justice
through your RE lessons?

» What messages from the songs connect to your own
ideas about a fair and non-racist future?

» In what ways does each song refer to religion or
connect to spirituality?

» Have a class vote about which song is the greatest
expression of the anti-racist spirit and the spirit of
justice and fairness.

» What other songs would you like to add to this list of
57



Concluding the learning: 7 evaluation questions
and setting further questions

» Review the lessons on anti-racist RE. Have you written thoughtfully about racism, religion and spirituality?
Created art work? Thought for yourself? Done research? Participated in discussion, dialogue, debate and
dilemma? What was your best work?

» Evaluate the learning: did you think about your own attitudes and values in relation to racism and
religion? Have you had any highlights? What new ideas did you encounter? How have you enlarged or
changed your thinking? Have you faced challenges to your own attitudes or behaviour?

» Has this unit of RE been limited too much? Did you have chances to learn? Did the learning make enough
space for black voices — or was it too much about ‘white saviours’?

» What five new questions about racism, religion and spirituality would you like to research?

» Has this unit of RE enabled you to understand why religion and spirituality might be important forces to
harness in the struggles against racism and injustice? Can religions do more?

» Have you been confronted or challenged in your own attitudes about race, religion and spirituality?

» What else would you like to say about racism, religion and spirituality?




What did you learn?

Good if you can:

» Describe 3 or more examples of
religious responses to racism

» Consider and explain some examples
of racism, connecting these to
religious beliefs and values

» Discuss and explain some examples
of religious and other values that are
relevant to racism

» Discuss and explain some ways in
which prejudice can be reduced

Even better if you can:

» Use some key concepts in racism and
religion to explain the examples they
have studied

» Give reasons why connections
between race and religions and
worldviews are significant in tackling
prejudice and discrimination

» Research connections between
religions and worldviews and racism,
giving reasons why anti-racism is
important

» Coherently connect and explain
some ways that the study might
challenge their own worldview or
attitudes.




Partners

This project is a partnership between the Free Churches Group, Methodist Schools, RE Today, NATRE

and many teachers of RE and educators from Black, Asian and other minority ethnic communities
who have become voluntarily involved.

Lat Blaylock, RE Today Adviser and Anti-Racist RE project co-ordinator, would like to thank all these
partners for their contributions, work and inspiration.
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