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Disciplinary Knowledge or Ways of Knowing



Weaving a tapestry

The Curriculum (progression over time) 

The tapestry grows and develops over time.



Norfolk Agreed Syllabus p.9



NOTE: I’m now using Thinking about and thinking through believing



Going Deeper

• The ways of knowing are also rooted in our worldview. We may for 
example:

• prioritize a particular way of knowing that we feel comfortable with 
e.g. one related to our degree

• place importance on ways of knowing which are rooted in a 
westernized ‘regime of disciplinarity’ (Justine Bakker). Note: it is 
important to decolonize the ways of knowing as well as the 
substantive content…e.g how is religion studied in Africa, not just 
studying religions of Africa

• This is why personal knowledge (self awareness of positionality) is 
vital for pupils, but most importantly the teacher!



CHANGE: Beliefs, expression and belonging change across and within worldviews

EYFS KS1 KS2 KS3

Some example questions across a key stage

Theology: What does the 

word ‘God’ mean?
Philosophy: What is real?

Social Science: How do 

people celebrate?

Theology: Is there really a donkey 

in the Christian nativity story?

Philosophy: Why do people’s 
ideas about God change?

Social Science: How has our local 

religious and non-religious 

worldview community changed 

over time? 

Theology: How have events in 

history shaped Jewish beliefs?

Philosophy: Can life experiences 

change one’s worldview? (e.g. 
suffering)

Social Science: How have 

expressions of the Sikh worldview 

changed over time/in different 

cultures?

Theology: Whose theology? Why 

are there so many interpretations 

of Christianity? 

Philosophy: How and why have 

ethical theories changed across 

time and cultures?

Social Science: To what extent are 

religious worldviews reflections or 

reactions to society?

Greater understanding of the concept of change through key exemplars developed into a coherent schema



CHANGE: Beliefs, expression and belonging change across and within worldviews

Local Area Study Focus – social/human science focus

EYFS KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 KS3

Invite in speakers 

to talk to the 

children about 

their worldviews. 

Asking questions 

such as ‘have you 
always done that? 

Have you always 

believed that?  

Our beliefs and 

expression of our 

worldview can 

change.

Take a festival such as 

Christmas. Look at the 

way it is celebrated 

today in the local 

community. Ask 

children to talk to 

parents/carers and 

grandparents about the 

ways in which it has 

changed (or not). 

Talk about the 

stories/traditions which 

have been passed down 

and about those which 

have changed.

The way people 

celebrate can change 

over time. 

Linking to local history….
Explore the local places of 

worship (including any where 

buildings have changed their 

purpose) their history, how 

they may have changed (e.g. 

function,  role in community, 

the people who attend etc).

Consider reasons for changes 

to local places of worship in 

general, as well as for specific 

traditions. 

People’s worldviews can 
change or stay the same over 

time and this is reflected/not 

reflected in our local area.

Linking to local 

history…
The impact of various 

invasions on the 

worldviews of the 

local/regional area. E.g. 

Roman, Anglo-Saxon, 

Norman…  Compare to 
the predominant 

worldviews of 

contemporary society. 

Consider the influence 

of culture on worldview 

adherence. 

Contextual factors can 

influence worldviews in 

our local area.

Look at the census data on 

religious affiliation for the 

local/regional area and compare 

to previous data over e.g. 50 or 

100 years.  Consider the impact 

of secularization and post-

modernism on affiliation (and/or 

other factors depending on 

locality). Undertake some 

qualitative research (e.g. 

interviews) with local people to 

understand the changes that 

may have taken place and why. 

Analyzing the impact of 

contextual factors which can 

influence beliefs, expression and 

belonging over time within and 

across worldviews.



KEY STAGE 1

There are opportunities in this unit for pupils to 

talk about how ideas about God may change, 

particularly through conversation and interviews 

with members of different religious and non-

religious worldview communities

NOTE: Slide shows part only of this plan



KEY STAGE 2

Two examples 

of how the 

concept of 

change – one 

more 

theological, the 

other with a 

human/social 

science focus

NOTE: Slide 

shows part only 

of these plans.



A largely human/social science 

approach to the concept of 

change, with a focus on 

interaction with culture. 

NOTE: Slide shows part only of 

this plan.

KEY STAGE 3



Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2021- sample KS3 curriculum map

Note: Christian, Muslim and Sikhi worldviews are the focus in KS3 in the Norfolk Syllabus.



Disciplinary Examples
• RE-searchers Project- https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/the-re-searchers-approach-

critical-dialogic-and-inquiry-led-re-for-the-primary-school/

• Norfolk Agreed Syllabus- https://www.schools.norfolk.gov.uk/teaching-and-
learning/religious-education-agreed-syllabus

• Curriculum Planning Document on REONLINE – https://www.reonline.org.uk/teaching-
resources/re-in-a-broad-and-balanced-curriculum-a-practical-tool/

• Making Every RE Lesson Count by Louise Hutton and Dawn Cox

• Epistemic Insight and the work of Jo Pearce and Alexis Stones 

• RE Today Services, Big Questions, Big Answers (Primary) Series and Challenging 
Knowledge in RE(secondary) Series.

• OARS Project on argumentation in RE  https://oarseducation.com
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Where RE is concerned, knowledge of high epistemic quality recognises 

that beliefs, practices, adherents, non-adherents, places, politics, 

arguments, evidence, questions, answers, etc. (the list goes on) are 

multifarious and dynamic, and can be considered through a range of 

lenses. An educated, or epistemically literate, 18-year-old should 

recognise that there are different lenses and know how to apply at 

least some of them appropriately. She should have the potential to 

develop a greater understanding of the distinct natures and purposes 

of the lenses, as well as to develop a more in-depth and sophisticated 

knowledge in terms of their application. In the end, whether she 

decides to do that is up to her – a purpose of RE is to make that a 

viable option.

Jo Pearce and Alexis Stones



The Elephant in the Room!
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