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Catriona Card – NATRE Symposium reflections 
 

The Curriculum Symposium was in some ways at an ideal time for me as we begin to implement a new 

Agreed Syllabus which is very different in approach from what went before. One significant difference is 

that our new curriculum advocates a disciplinary approach. Also in the training there was an emphasis 

on the way that the core concepts in each religion connect to each other and the need to make this 

clear. I had both of these in mind as I travelled to the symposium. I was struck by Kathryn Wright’s 

description of thinking of ourselves as an ‘architect’, who designs something complete and then leaves 

it, or as a ‘chef’, who has a recipe but then recreates it to be the best it can be each time. This felt very 

hopeful to me as I was aware that with all the many changes that needed to be made it was going to be 

difficult to create the best possible curriculum in one fell swoop. 

Richard Kueh’s challenge to take the time to ‘wrestle with the subject intellectually’ also struck me as 

both important and hopeful. 

 

I have been thinking recently about what Matthew Lane had to say in his session on Change 

Management. The change to a very different Agreed Syllabus brings with it challenges and while I was 

excited about this change and keen to embrace the new demands I realise that this is only one of several 

changes we are making in school this year and not everyone will view things in the same way. As I work 

to support my colleagues to make the necessary changes I have been thinking about who might be 

members of the ‘team of pioneers’ that Matthew talked about.  

 

The first practical impact of the Symposium was on our Reception curriculum. As I reconsidered the 

content of our units in the light of what I had learnt, thinking of what Richard Kueh had said about 

securing readiness for future content, I realised that I had not explicitly planned in all the necessary 

building blocks for future units. I also realised that I needed to take time to do this as effectively as 

possible and to consider the links between the RE curriculum and the wider EYFS curriculum, which has 

of course also changed this year. I therefore decided to redevelop the units over a period of time in 

order to give myself opportunities to reflect on what was working and what was not. As I reflected on 

the order in which we had planned to teach the units it became clear that the sequence was not quite 

right and the children’s journey through the curriculum was not enabling them to build as effectively as 

they could on previous learning. I therefore suggested that we should change the order. In addition I 

have been looking at age and stage appropriate ways to develop a disciplinary approach in Reception. 

This is still at an early stage but will help build the foundations for the children to develop their use of 

different ‘ways of knowing’ as they move through the school. 

 

As I reflect on the Symposium now, 4 months on from the event, I realise the wider impact it has had on 

my thinking as a Subject Leader. It has helped me to think about how to support my colleagues, 

particularly in upper Key Stage 2 as they plan the teaching of new content for their classes. In some units 

the children will have limited previous knowledge to build on and so it has been important to structure 
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the learning very carefully, planning in opportunities to develop sufficient knowledge to enable effective 

learning to take place.  

In my discussions with children and when looking at children’s work I have been more aware of looking 

for evidence of a coherent narrative being developed over time and for children making connections 

between different parts of their learning. Previously I would simply have looked for evidence of 

knowledge of facts and of content coverage. 

 

As I move forward I continue to reflect on what both Richard Kueh and Kathryn Wright said about the 

need to continue to develop and renew the curriculum. Being at the beginning of a journey to 

implement a new Agreed Syllabus provides an ideal opportunity to consider how our RE curriculum links 

to our wider curriculum and how the two support each other. This is something I will continue to 

‘intellectually wrestle’ with over the coming months. I am also working on ways to support my 

colleagues to develop an understanding of the disciplinary approach and think about how they use this 

when teaching and how they can support children to develop a knowledge and understanding of those 

different ‘ways of knowing’. 
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