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Dawn Cox – NATRE Symposium reflections 
 

Overall, the symposium was an excellent way of getting colleagues together to spend quality time 

discussing RE. I appreciated it being an overnight event in that we could formally and informally 

catch-up with colleagues and speak to people that we might not usually work with. 

In particular a conversation that has made me think and consider my practice was in the last session 

where we had chosen groups based on specific topics and we were discussing personal knowledge. I 

was challenged in my thinking about what it might be and how it my feature in my teaching. It was 

useful to have an academic in the group who was confident to question and suggest ideas. I also 

gained from a colleague who was confident in their thoughts around personal knowledge and was 

already using it in their teaching. 

I have already implemented this with our current year 7 unit by starting it with students looking at 

their own view (lens) before we studied the topic and have planned for them to then review this 

once we complete the topic. I’m hoping that this reflection will have the impact of them 

appreciating that they brought something to the topic themselves (no one is neutral) in the first 

place and may ‘see’ how their lens has changed from completing the unit.  
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