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Jenni Rawlinson – NATRE Symposium reflections 
 

1. Learning and Reflections 

Taking part in the symposium gave me much opportunity to learn from RE colleagues from across 

the country and also reflect on my own curriculum design. Through a number of talks from experts 

in the field and opportunities to discuss our curriculums in smaller groups, I have been able to spend 

a great deal of time reflecting on my curriculum through the thought-provoking questions and ideas 

posed. The first thing I began to consider was the quality of my curriculum and the learning journey 

of my students. Whilst I feel that my curriculum is good, where topics each year build on previous 

learning, I have since considered the number of topics covered in each year group and grappled with 

the notion of breadth versus depth. I have also since explored the idea of taking more of a 

worldviews approach in my curriculum to allow students to look at religion and the world from 

different perspectives. This thinking was provoked again following attendance at Strictly RE in 

January this year. Another key reflection for me was the use of disciplinary lenses. Following 

numerous curriculum conversations, it became clear to me that in our curriculum we have strong 

links to a number of disciplines, namely theology, philosophy and sociology. For instance, in a Y7 

module, we consider life’s ‘big’ questions and work on creating our own philosophical questions and 

responses. In Y9 we investigate what life is like as a Muslim in Britain, using a sociological study. 

Theology forms a large part of our investigation into belief systems, why people believe and why 

they might not and what these beliefs mean for an individual. What occurred to me was; do the 

students actually know which disciplinary lens they are looking through whilst they are taking part in 

my lesson? Could we be equipping them with skills that they are not aware they are developing? 

This prompted me to begin thinking about making this more explicit in the classroom.  

 

2. Insights 

Working with a variety of colleagues allowed me to consider a wide range of curriculums and how 

they are designed in different settings, in both primary and secondary. As a secondary teacher, this 

allowed me to see how well RE is designed in a number of primary schools and how this could 

perhaps begin to be replicated in other primaries to allow a more seamless transition into secondary 

RE. I was also able to look at curriculum design of other secondary schools, which again allowed me 

to consider breadth versus depth and how we might find the happy medium when many of us only 

have one hour of curriculum time per week. It was also interesting to see the different topic areas 

covered by other secondary teachers, and the rationale for the choices, and this allowed me to 

consider why I have chosen my own topics areas and if there could be an even better approach. I 

was also able to see explicit teaching of different disciplines where in some cases students were 

given workbooks which allowed them to focus clearly on the ‘lens’ they were looking through and 

thus understand more clearly how they were working. 

 

3. Changes as a result of the Symposium 

Following the symposium, I spent a great deal of time reflecting on my curriculum design and 

rationale. I also led CPD for RE teachers in my Academy Trust, to allow me to reflect further with 

those I work with, whilst asking others to reflect on their curriculums too. This provoked a great deal 

of conversation about curriculum, something that can often be lacking, and allowed us to positively 

challenge each other. 
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Considering all discussions, during the summer term in preparation for the next academic year, I 

intend to reduce the number of topics covered in KS3, in order to develop further depth in students’ 

learning. Whilst keeping a number of modules the same, I will also work on embedding a worldviews 

approach and include explicit teaching of multi-disciplinary lenses so that our students understand 

clearly all skills that they are developing. I have already started to trial this in a number of modules 

where we use sociological study, and feel that it allowed the students to gain more from this style of 

learning. I would also like to work with primary colleagues from our feeder schools to begin to create 

a KS2 curriculum that builds into our studies at KS3 in order to allow students a stronger start in Y7 

and support our primary teachers. There are a number of reasons why I feel these changes would be 

necessary in my setting. For example, if I reduce the number of modules covered in KS3, this would 

allow students to deepen their learning and have a more exploratory approach to different topic 

areas. It would also allow me to introduce more disciplinary lenses into my modules to enable 

students to look at each topic holistically. Moreover, it would allow students to develop skills in the 

disciplines of theology, philosophy and sociology and know what these skills are. This will better 

support our students moving to further and higher education if they intend to study in these 

disciplines. 

 


	Jenni Rawlinson – NATRE Symposium reflections

