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Jessica White — NATRE Symposium reflections

The NATRE Symposium provided me with the opportunity to consider the RE curriculum | created in
depth, validate my curriculum choices and help me communicate my ideas about how to improve RE
further. Currently, at my school, there is only KS3 RE on offer for students which began only in
September 2020, no RE GCSE course or non-examined RE. The opportunity to have time and space
to reflect on the curriculum both at the symposium and afterwards is a highlight of my career and
has been transformational in how | consider my curriculum choices now.

Hearing from the RE experts on curriculum design confirmed to me that not covering all the major
world faiths was a justifiable decision and this helped me with conversations back in my school. As a
relatively new subject leader, it was great to be able to share my curriculum design with more
experienced RE professionals and ask for help on sequencing, the symposium delegates challenged
my curriculum in a friendly, non-judgmental way and guided me to understand what | needed to
change which was empowering. It’s a strategy that | have employed back in school when mentoring
and coaching other colleagues, to ask them questions about their ideas rather than give an
immediate answer or state my opinion.

| have had many conversations with SLT in the past around the provision of RE and never quite felt |
had been persuasive enough as changes were minimal or non-existent, particularly around KS4 RE
provision. However, as a result of the symposium, | discussed my ideas with SLT with confidence and
changes are starting to be implemented. | felt | had the necessary reasoning and justifications for my
curriculum following the symposium. Hearing from other delegates and their journey also was
reassuring, so many curricula are evolving, there doesn’t ever seem to be a “finished’ curriculum
which was positive to experience and gave me confidence knowing that | still had work to do and
designing it would take time and taking the time to do so is good.

One of my first actions since the symposium, was re-sequencing the KS3 curriculum to ensure there
is a narrative. It's now woven like a tapestry (a great analogy from the symposium!) and students are
able to develop a greater schema because the units are in a more logical order and prior learning is
built upon. This will become stronger from September 2022, when KS3 RE lessons become weekly
rather than fortnightly.

Whilst this is a great outcome, the proudest achievement | have as a result of the symposium is the
development of KS4 RE provision. From September 2022, there will be a full cohort of Y10s
beginning GCSE RE. For the first time in five years, all students at my school will have RE from Y7 all
the way through. RE is no longer a ‘drop down day’ or assembly. RE is no longer a form time activity
or after school club only. RE is being recognised on the timetable fully. The symposium has not only
improved RE provision in my school but has enabled me to become a better advocate for RE and
subject leader. | now have the confidence and skill to persuade others effectively about the need for
RE and this has been shaped directly because of the support from delegates, the input from
experienced colleagues and RE experts at the symposium.

The NATRE Curriculum Symposium and associated resources were made possible thanks to grant funding.
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