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Firstly, | want to repeat my thanks for the opportunity to be involved in the symposium. The thing |
was most looking forward to was the opportunity to talk with other RE experts — many who are far
more expert and more experienced than me - about RE. Subject leadership in a small primary school
can be a lonely place. It was extremely valuable to talk and share ideas and problems. At a time
when RE is changing there was great reassurance to be had talking to others who were facing the
same changes and the challenges this poses.

Personally speaking, the timing of the symposium was very fortuitous. | was on extended sick leave
from December 2019 and once | was able to return to work the requirements to shield were in
place; hence | found myself working from home. | focussed on our long-term plan for RE. | had
tweaked it once or twice since | started at the school but still wasn’t completely happy with it. | knew
that we had fulfilled the compulsory requirements of the Agreed Syllabus yet it didn’t fully meet the
needs of our children, whilst still providing them with a robust and academic RE curriculum. A new
plan was put into place and discussed with my SLT. We began to teach from it in September 2021.
Therefore when | arrived at the symposium — keen, eager and a little nervous, the curriculum plan |
bought with me was hot off the press.

What were key learnings and reflections from the symposium?

| took so much away from the symposium.

However, there are two key things that | continue to focus on. The first came from Richard Kueh’s
keynote about Curriculum Design. | certainly wasn’t naive enough to think that the curriculum I had
put together was finished, complete or perfect. However, in a school where change is not always
well received, it was valuable to hear Richard encourage us to engage with “intellectual wrestling” to
improve the quality of what is in the curriculum and how that curriculum is sequenced. We were
also encouraged to recognise that a curriculum is- and should be — in a continuous state of
development. A curriculum, we were told, can never be said to be complete. To a perfectionist that
came as both a bit of a challenge and also a really important point. He further encouraged us to take
some time to really examine what we thought we needed to change and to consider why before
making these changes. Allowing ourselves this time and this wrestling, Richard said, should lead to
better curriculum choices. This has given me some freedom to allow myself to slow down and think
and reflect. One of the activities we did was to ask questions of each other and our curriculum
choices. The questions my colleagues asked me are stuck into my notebook and | come back to them
regularly. It would have been very easy to come away and think — “Gosh | really need to update and
change my plan to include everything we talked about!”; | resisted that temptation and I’'m steadily
engaging in some ‘wrestling’ to consider what and how needs to be reviewed and revised to ensure
that the changes that are made are done so for the correct reasons.

The second key point for me was a reinforcement of how understanding and using vocabulary is key
to good teaching. | work in a deprived school, and we are constantly reminded of how poor our
children’s vocabulary is. We already do lots of work to expand and develop the vocabulary our
children use across all our teaching, and | think we are doing it fairly well. However, the symposium
reminded me that in RE, which has such a unique lexicon, | really need to consider ways in which |
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can support teachers to develop strategies to enhance the children’s usage and understanding of
key vocabulary.

What insights did you gain by working with others?

I've already commented that being an RE subject lead in a small primary can be a lonely place.
Networking is very limited in my school’s area; and of course, the pandemic has removed so many
chances to meet with others who have similar roles.

The symposium provided n opportunity to share practice; | was interested to see that some other
primary schools use booklets for their RE. | had a good conversation about the advantages of doing
this. Whilst this isn’t something | see myself doing in the near future, | can see how the structure, or
a variation of it, would be useful for some of the less confident teachers | work with.

Another conversation | had was about how the children take their RE books through school with
them, rather than having a new book each year. The idea being that the children can then refer back
work so that as they return to a unit of learning in a spiral curriculum, they have their work as a kind
of personal text book to refer back to.

Perhaps the biggest ‘insight’ or support | received at the symposium was from EYFS colleagues. The
EYFS section of my curriculum was unfinished when | came to the symposium; partly because I’'m not
an early years expert and so my expectations of what is workable in this stage of education were not
too accurate! It was so valuable to have time with RE experts who were also EYFS experts to offer
suggestions, resources and activities. These have enabled me to go back to school and talk with our
reception class staff about what good RE should look like and we now have a draft plan which |
believe to be robust.

What changes have you made/will you make to your curriculum as a result of the symposium?
Why?

I've already alluded to the work on the EYFS curriculum plan which was directly impacted by my
attendance at the symposium. Next steps here include further work alongside the early years team
to look at activities, recording and key knowledge.

As our long term plan was new in September 2021 | haven’t made any changes as yet. (I did promise
staff that we would trial the new LTP before | made any further changes. So, in July | will be asking
staff and pupils about their experience of RE this year. | want to check that there is a real sequence
built into learning — not just the one | supposed was there!

The big piece of work for me over the next few months, linking to my thoughts as above, will be to
really focus on the vocabulary aspect of teaching and learning in RE. | suspect that this may need to
include some staff training. | was asked to lead a workshop on Oracy in the RE classroom for a SACRE
conference and the research related to that has thrown up some interesting questions which | will
be incorporating into my work on vocabulary use, understanding and retention.
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