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Welcome to the start of a new academic year 
and what is a special issue of Professional 
REflection. As you may know, we are the 
journal of the National Association of 
Teachers of RE (NATRE). In technical terms, 
when a journal publishes a special issue it is 
dedicated to one chosen topic and contains 
the latest work on that subject with the aim 
of providing a unique and valuable reference 
source for anyone particularly interested in 
that area. 

This time, that chosen topic is the ‘curriculum’ 
– the ‘what’ and the ‘how’ of the developing 
subject, Religion and Worldviews (RW), to 
be taught in our schools. In November 2021, 
NATRE organised a curriculum symposium 
for teachers, and created a legacy of material 
related to the event at www.natre.org.
uk/about-natre/projects/curriculum-
symposium/. We have dedicated this edition 
to reports on this event and the reflections 
of the participants. A second reason why 
this issue is special is that it has been edited 
by three people rather than two. Joining 
the team as a guest editor is Ben Wood, 
until recently Chair of NATRE. Ben had an 
instrumental role in organising and running 
the symposium as a teacher and head of 
department. Please note that both ‘Religious 
Education’ and ‘Religion and Worldviews’   
are used within the articles to reflect in 
an inclusive way the ongoing discussion 
about curriculum.  

Curriculum development is central to 
discussions about the future of RE/RW, 
particularly considering the Commission on 
RE recommendations in 2018. Take Ofsted’s 
‘Education Inspection Framework’ in 2019 and 
‘Research Review Series: Religious Education’ 
in 2021, coupled with the wide-ranging 
current discussions about RW, disciplinarity 
and the publication of the Draft Handbook: 
Religion and Worldviews in the Classroom 
– Developing a Worldviews Approach (Pe� 
2022). These rigorous reflections crafted by 
RE/RW experts have supercharged teachers to 
think further about their content and modes 
of delivery and explore the disciplines that 
underpin the subject at its best. 

Curriculum development features as a theme 
of the research articles edited by Rachel 
Jackson-Royal, on a new project being 
led by David Lewin and the University of 
Strathclyde, and materials to support the 
teaching of Islam, particularly at A level. 
In the Reviews section, edited by Janet 
Dyson, stories feature heavily. Lat Blaylock 

reviews Muslim Mothers and Their Children’s 
Schooling by Suma Din, underlining the 
importance of telling diverse stories to 
combat stereotypes. Janet Dyson herself 
introduces us to Huw Thomas’s In the Way of 
the Story: Reading Biblical Narrative, taking 
us back to the groundbreaking work of Don 
Cupi� and others.

However, our main aim in the pages that 
follow is to showcase the voices of teachers 
who a�ended the curriculum symposium as 
a record of what was discussed, intending 
to stimulate ideas about how readers might 
engage in similarly valuable conversations 
and events for themselves and their schools. 
NATRE decided to delay the event until it 
could be held as a face-to-face meeting. 
Articles from those physically present at the 
symposium give much insight into the value 
of returning to real-life discussions from a 
world that has been dominated by Zoom 
and social media for over two years. What 
emerges across the reflections is a recognition 
of the value of personal encounter, and the 
power of conversation to enable independent 
thinking and creativity in RE/RW curriculum 
planning and development.

The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly 
introduced new opportunities to talk about 
the curriculum online; witness, for example, 
the contribution of the University of Chester 
Religious Studies Department to promoting 
online learning for teachers over the past 
few years, and the Critical RE community 
based at King’s College London. The theme 
of dialogue in general underlies all these 
contributions. However, from in-person 
encounters as a professional community, 
what comes through from the accounts of 
these ‘symposiasts’ is the value of talk, of 
visiting and re-visiting ideas critically, from 
different angles and perspectives, when these 
are developed together by a community of 
colleagues who trust each other.

We have sought to keep the variety of 
teacher voice in these articles, starting with 
Ben Wood’s introduction to the symposium 
and his reflections from experience on 
professional learning. Next, Katie Freeman 
and Adam Smith engage in a dialogue about 
how their own thinking from a primary 
perspective developed through the course 
of the symposium and its aftermath. The 
third article is another special feature for 
Professional REflection, as it introduces 
collaborative writing to the publication for 
the first time. Stephen Pe� has skilfully drawn 

together multiple reflections by different 
participants that reflect both the areas of 
common cause as well as the differences. 

We were struck by the personal ownership 
symposiasts felt for their curricula, and 
the honesty of their contributions. How 
different these carefully thought-through 
observations are from the ones that usually 
drive our conversations in the workplace, 
often driven by the need to think quickly and 
expediently. The space the symposium clearly 
created for robust and critical conversations 
where people disagreed was also valued by 
participants, despite some anxieties about 
justifying their work to others. 

The value of this issue to us as readers 
who were not present is that it enables us 
to engage with that conversation at one 
remove. Hearing those teachers’ voices 
encourages us to develop and extend 
their thinking, and to seek opportunities to 
participate in such conversations when and 
where we can. This can then help us to decide 
what is important for our pupils and students 
and plan accordingly. 

Fiona Moss’s ‘On reflection’ draws this edition 
to a close by remembering an historical 
perspective on curriculum design. The value 
of designing the whole of what is taught 
for RE/RW in a school is that opportunity to 
build foundations and forge links to develop 
thinking. As our contributors rightly observe, 
the teacher is the expert in their context, but 
the value of dialogue to develop more robust 
justifications for what is taught, when and 
how children and young people are educated, 
means we should seek opportunities for 
extended conversations both in and beyond 
our schools to improve our curricula.
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