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Sarah Dennis – NATRE Symposium reflections 
 

The symposium was a brilliant two days so much to take in and a huge privilege to be part of.  My 

reflections started before I had even left the symposium. I discussed my ideas with a number of the 

other delegates and continued thinking on the train journey home.  The main ideas I reflected on 

were that the links embedded and woven through a curriculum were critical and the curriculum 

needed to be a narrative.  Our school’s curriculum covered the whole agreed scheme but after a 

mock deep dive before the symposium and the information I received at the symposium, it was 

apparent that the children couldn’t see the links between lessons and how they were progressing 

(and sometimes nor could I.)  I had a very awkward meeting with my school SLT when I stated that I 

knew what I wanted now from our RE curriculum, but I wasn’t sure how to get there but that I was 

not happy with explaining how the curriculum worked in the format it was in. I knew I wanted the 

curriculum model that had been discussed at length at the symposium.  I had moments when I 

thought I would just start the whole scheme from scratch and then I thought about the huge 

resource our current curriculum is, and that we have 7 RE trips that really enhance our children’s 

understanding. I didn’t want to lose that but it felt that the children didn’t get a good basis in each 

religions before they explored stories or concepts about the daily life of believers. My head teacher 

said it really well, she said if I took out one lesson would the whole thing fall apart. My answer of our 

old scheme was no. 

I decided to look at other agreed schemes and see how they worked as curriculums. Then I got post-

it notes out and huge pieces of paper.  I stripped back our curriculum to what I wanted to keep, 

move, or bin.  Then I moved the post-it notes a lot.  The main problem being I wanted to tell a story 

through our curriculum and the children to make progress, but we work on a two-year cycle as we 

have mixed year groups.  That meant half of the school do the curriculum in a different order to the 

other half.  This made the narrative tricky and progress harder.  I kept in my head that to get better 

at RE you need to know more, think deeper and find links between ideas. I had a very long video call 

with a very lovely person from the symposium who I knew had been in a similar position with all the 

freedom but had found that start point I was lacking.  

From that discussion I came up with a plan.  I worked out each year was actually 39 hours of RE of 

lessons, which is enhance further with trips and collective worship.  I wanted each year of plans to 

be a narrative on its own but be interchangeable with the next year or previous year so it didn’t 

matter if the 2-year cycle was out of order.   I also decided to scrap half termly units.  The half term 

lengths change and some concepts I wanted to cover made the units longer and other units were 

only 4 or 5 lessons long.   Then I started moving units into year groups and thinking of “therefore.”  If 

the children had covered this idea therefore they can tackle this new learning.  It was painful! Some 

units fitted really well together so I placed them together and just tweaked ideas. I then pulled apart 

units and put them into linked ideas.  I knew then that I had covered all of the RE from my agreed 

scheme and each year group had naturally got a theme.  There were still lots of hours that didn’t 

have learning in.  I knew I wanted really good foundations in understanding Christianity and Judaism 

in Key stage 1, so I found schemes and resources that could support this.  I wanted the end of Key 

Stage 2 to be about real people and how their faith inspired them and I found brilliant ideas from the 

NATRE website, RE today and RE:ONLINE.   
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I wouldn’t like to think how long that process took but I presented my overview to my head teacher 

(an ex RE lead) at the beginning of January and she could see how the year group worked, that the 

progression worked, how units linked and how lessons linked.  I also explained how our 2-year cycle 

would work for the children completing the curriculum in the other order. 

So that is where I am up to…. The plan of attack next is to read everything.  I have the knowledge 

essays off the RE:ONLINE  website to read.  I have purchase books on a number of faiths.  My plan is 

that by February half term I know more.  Then I have till September to write the planning or adapt 

the old planning to make and adapt the resources.  Rewrite our intent, implementation and impact. 

Start the skills and knowledge progression from scratch and sort out our assessment of RE. It is a 

huge task but I can see how it all fits.    I am hoping to start the new curriculum from September but 

that will be the start of refining and adapting but the underlying plan will be correct I hope.   

The impact of the discussions at the symposium have been huge on my understanding of curriculum 

design and I am exceptionally grateful to NATRE for including me.  Thank you! 
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