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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: BRIEFING FOR CONSERVATIVE PARLIAMENTARIANS
Autumn 2026 Party Conference
Why this matters
Religious Education plays a unique role in helping young people understand Britain's religious heritage, contemporary beliefs and values, and the diverse communities that make up modern society.
At a time when schools are working to maintain high academic standards and strengthen social cohesion, Religious Education faces significant challenges that require attention from policymakers.
Current priorities
1. Teacher Recruitment and Workforce Capacity
Religious Education has experienced chronic teacher recruitment difficulties for more than a decade. The removal of the Initial Teacher Training bursary raises concerns about the future supply of specialist teachers and the long-term sustainability of provision.
Many schools already rely heavily on teachers whose main subject lies elsewhere. Without action, shortages are likely to become more acute.
2. Supporting Standards Through Subject Expertise
Successive governments have emphasised the importance of knowledge-rich education and subject-specialist teaching.
Religious Education is a statutory subject and an important part of pupils' understanding of religion, belief, ethics, culture and citizenship. Ensuring that schools can recruit appropriately qualified teachers is essential if high standards are to be maintained.
We would welcome discussion about how teacher supply policy can better support these objectives.
3. Progress of Curriculum Reform
The Religious Education Task & Finish Group continues to work with government and sector partners on proposals arising from the Curriculum and Assessment Review.
This work provides an opportunity to strengthen consistency and quality in Religious Education while preserving the freedoms and distinctive arrangements that have long characterised the English education system.
Parliamentarians have an important role in ensuring that any reforms remain practical, evidence-informed and capable of being delivered by schools.
Invitation
We would be pleased to meet for 30 minutes in the Heathrow Lounge during Party Conference.
The discussion would provide:
• Constituency-level information on Religious Education provision.
• An update from serving teachers.
• Evidence on teacher recruitment and workforce challenges.
• A briefing on curriculum reform and the Task & Finish Group.
• An opportunity to discuss how Parliament can support high standards in Religious Education.
We hope you will be able to join us.
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